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SYN·ES·THE·SIA n.
1. A condition in which one type of stimula-
tion evokes the sensation of another, as
when the hearing of a sound produces the
visualization of a color. Source: The American
Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language,
Fourth Edition
 
“Current artistic experimentation seems
mostly involved with digital devices and
a search for algorithms to translate music
into images (e.g. visual music, animation).
The present situation in artistic synesthesia 
research may be compared to the late nine-
teenth-century period of experimentation
with color-organ technology. After that an
era followed of fruitful artistic explorations
and scientific testing of the psychological
(perceptual and emotional) impact of
sound-image devices and performances.”
Crétien van Campen, Leonardo, volume 32 issue 1 (1999)

As a cultural movement gains momentum,
the need to name it always arises. The artists
represented in this program may be variously
known as Video Artists, VJs, AudioVisualists,
Experimental Video Makers, Multimedia
Artists, Software Engineers...  

We coined “Synaesthesiologists” because
it made us laugh the hardest, and it is utterly
unpronounceable. 

As practicing audiovisualists, we have been
thrilled with the increasing interest in visual
music. While synesthesia has long fascinated
artists, today's videomakers are technologically
empowered like never before to bridge the
divide between image and sound. Yet the
dream of musical light in motion predates the
visual technology of cinema, and maybe even
the candle-lit shadow play. 

These days, synesthetic sound and imagery
can be found in Hollywood films, pop videos
and car commercials, which is an indicator
of how deeply these notions are rooted in us.
As a result, the ever-increasing crowd of
visual music makers often have something
in common, even if they don't see eye to eye
on politics, the meaning of their work, or even
what is a beautiful, interesting or useful image. 

The concept of synesthesia allows us to show
a range of works, from extremely experimental
to artfully pop, while encompassing diverse
aesthetics, politics, toolsets, and so on. Some
of this work we sought out, and some of these
gems came to us via our call for submissions.
A few are on loan from the upcoming DVD
collection “Reline 2.” 

We have always been keenly interested
in finding harmony in seemingly disparate
elements. A wide range of ideas, beliefs, and
visions can co-exist harmoniously given the
right framework. "Synaesthesioloigsts: Global
Audiovisuals Now" attempts to put this belief
into practice.   

We anticipated organizing this show by
thematic or aesthetic currents. However,
the work resists simple categorization. These
boundaries are dissolving. Like a good song,
these works may hit you at once in the head,
heart and stomach, and our organizational
approach had to change to reflect this. The
work demanded an organic arrangement,
and the pieces fell into place in an unfolding
sequence like a DJ Mix. 

In an age where our leaders seem unconcern-
ed with any agenda but their own, there are
worse pastimes than the stitching together
of scattered subcultures. 

        David Last and Benton-C Bainbridge
        Brooklyn NY July 4, 2004 

2. AUDIO/VISUAL PARTY
      Doors at 9pm

1.  SCREENING
      9-11pm

Rothko, 116 Suffolk Street
$5, free admission with Screening ticket

9:30-10:30 Screening
(free drinks courtesy of
Three Olives Vodka + Red Stripe)
10:30-3:30 Live video and
music performances & installations

Walter Reade Theater
70 Lincoln Center Plaza
$10, advance tickets recommended

Visual Music
by over 30 International artists
Live A/V performance and
new commissioned work

 

Film Society
of Lincoln Center
www.filmlinc.com

Synaesthesiologists
www.ax.to/syn

Bits to
Bytes

THANKS Sherry Miller Hocking, Graham Leggat, Lisa
Hsu (Enabler Network), Jonathan Giles, Nancy Meli and
Joe Walker, Bree Edwards, Stephanie Palmer, Elliot
Jokelson, Chris Jordan, Melissa Lockwood, Mitch
Kaplan, Barbara Alcantara, + all contributing artists

This program is made possible by the following sponsors:
Bits to Bytes, DVLabs, I(*)NY, Reline, Red Stripe Beer,
Three Olives Vodka, Vidvox, + Livid Instruments

Synaesthesiologists is supported by grants from media-
The foundation inc. + Experimental Television Center

The Experimental Television Center’s Presentation
Funds program is supported by the New York State
Council on the Arts + mediaThe foundation inc.

The '04 New York Video Festival is organized by Marian
Masone, Gavin Smith, Graham Leggat, + Cord Dueppe
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